Very Brief Overview of
Rosgen Stream Channel Classification System

Different Level I siream types tend fo
occur in different landscape settings,
as shown here.
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Directions: This diagram compares the
longitudinal (as seen from the side),
cross-sectional (bank to bank), and
plan (as seen from above) views of
each of the nine major stream types in
the Level I classification.

Source of images: http://www.epa.gov/watertrain/stream_class/index.htm
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KEY to the ROSGEN CLASSIFICATION of NATURAL RIVERS. As a function of the "continuum of physical variables" within stream

reaches, values of Entrenchment and Sinuosity ratios can vary by +/- 0.2 units; while values for Width / Depth ratios can vary by +/- 2.0 units.
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